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Case 10: Encouraging Confidence in Math
Essay 1: Motivation
The Self-Efficacy theory, as formulated by Albert Bandura, explains a person's behavior, motivation, and beliefs in their capabilities (Schunk & Dibenedetto, 2016).Once an individual suffers from low self-efficacy, they fail to have a strong and positive belief in their capabilities which mainly results to low or lack of motivation to achieve their goals (Schunk & Dibenedetto, 2016). In this case, Anne behavior in the math class is evident that she suffers from low self-efficacy. Her attention is interrupted, she barely participates in class group work, and lastly, she is not as involved as other students in the math class which later affects her overall score. 
However, Mrs. Reynolds is focused on trying to help improve Anne’s low self-efficacy. This is evident once she spots Anne not concentrating and Anne’s fear of her friends seeing her poor grades in Math. This leads to her attempting to understand the reason for the behavior. Additionally, after listening to Anne, she offers a solution, however, this solution is implemented by Anne.Despite the evidence of Anne’s Math teacher to improve Anne’s low self-efficacy, and there are other applicable techniques to help solve the same. For example, through creating a positive learning environment that ensures all the students participate including Anne.
Essay 2: Classroom Management
In this eighth-grade algebra class has various behavioral concerns that indicate the need to be addressed. First, the teacher establishes the presence of two cheating students based on the test she administered. Additionally, there is a student, William, who freely interrupts the teacher while she gives out the graded test. Lastly, Anne is off-task when she focuses outside the window while taking a test. All these concerns affect the students' performance in the class.
The Math teacher in this eighth is very alert and comprehensive of all that is going on around the class (Goldin, 2017). For example, she is well aware of the two students that engaged in cheating and she also notices the students that participate in class and those that don’t. Since the Math teacher in this classroom is well aware of the potential of the different students in her class, then she should act on that (Goldin, 2017). This means that, for those that do not fully understand Math, like Anne, need a little more attention to feel as part of the class and improve on her grades.
Essay 3: Assessment
Assessment in a Math classroom involves the gauging of the student’s understanding of the taught concepts. In this case, one of the assessment techniques used by Mrs. Reynolds is the administration of individual tests. This leads to some of the students being discouraged by their grades like Anne. Additionally, some of the students also engage in cheating to ensure that they get good grades as opposed to fully understanding the taught concepts. The use of peer groups is another assessment technique used in this classroom. As a result, the students focus on choosing what they already know just to be correct. 
For a teacher to fully understand the extent to which their students understand the concepts taught, there is a need for appropriate assessment techniques. In this case, since individual tests are administered, the teacher is encouraged to go through the test together with the students as a way to revise the test (National Research Council, 2016). This gives the students a better understanding of where they went wrong, which is either in understanding the question or in doing the calculations. With such knowledge, all the students are in a position to ask questions and go through what they wrote in the test. This encourages them to do better in the next test.
Essay 4: Parent Involvement
One of the most effective teaching practices in education is through teaming up with the parents to improve a student’s understanding of the different subjects. Based on research that was conducted on the effective strategies for parent engagement to support student performance, parent involvement strategies were more effective in middle and elementary school (Thompson et al., 2014). Additionally, this results in better results in school. This is because they carry out their assignments and studies at home with their parents where they feel comfortable expressing concerns and needs without judgment.  
Various parental involvement strategies can be implemented in the scenario of Anne. For example, the administration of They include the administration of collaborative homework for Anne to work on with her parents, regular communication between Anne’s parents and Mrs. Reynolds on her performance in Math (Thompson et al., 2014). This encourages teamwork to boost Anne's confidence in herself to do well in Math. Lastly, the facilitation of any needed aid for Anne to understand and perform in Math from her parents and her Math teacher.
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